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1. Introduction 
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2. A review of theories addressing the “public” in public 

participation 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_citizenship
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http://www.citysourced.com/
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3. Methods 

 

https://europeanvaluesstudy.eu/about-evs/history/
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4. Measuring passivity 

 

Frequency 
 
 
 
 
 
 

% in country 
not being a 
member of 
any voluntary 
organization 

% in country 
that never 
participated 
in at least 
one political 
action 
 

% in country 
completely 
passive 
 
 
 

Total 
N 

 
 
 
 
 

Iceland (2017) 11.5 32.9 5.2 
915 

Netherlands 
(2017) 

18.1 40.7 9.3 
686 

Switzerland 
(2017) 

25.4 30.3 11.0 
673 

Germany (2017) 27.4 31.4 13.3 
1494 

Slovenia (2017) 27.1 57.8 17.9 
1076 

Austria (2018) 37.1 40.2 19.8 
1644 

Croatia (2017) 41.9 44.0 21.1 
1488 

Czech Republic 
(2017) 

45.7 56.9 29.2 
1812 

Spain (2017) 69.1 51.4 39.0 
1212 

Belarus (2018) 49.7 85.0 43.2 
1548 

Poland (2017) 72.7 59.2 47.7 
1352 
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Slovak Republic 
(2017) 

76.7 61.5 48.2 
1435 

Armenia (2018) 73.4 64.7 50.2 
1500 

Georgia (2018) 84.2 71.2 61.0 
2194 

Russian 
Federation (2017) 

80.4 80.5 66.9 
1825 

Bulgaria (2017) 74.8 83.5 67.3 1560 
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5. The background characteristics of passive people 
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Frequency  Country 

effect 

 

Referen

ce is 
Iceland  

Level of 

education 

 

Reference 

is low 
education 

Househ

old 

income 

 

Referen
ce is 

decile 

1–2 

 

Ethnic 

minority 

 

Referenc

e is born 
in 

country 

Age-

groups 

 

Referen

ce is 
group 

45–54 

Gende

r 

 

Refere

nce is 
male 

 

Total N 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Iceland --- .678  2.673 .244–

.712 

 

915 

Netherlands 1.692 .728     
686 

Switzerland 2.173 .684 .724 6.032 1.08–

3.56 

 

673 

Germany 2.790 .756 .867 3.549   
1494 

Slovenia  3.942 .799   .497–

2.712 

 

1076 

Austria  4.503 .592 .895  1.196–

2.060 

 

1644 

Croatia  5.202 .779   1.121–
2.828 

 
1488 

Czech Rep. 8.170 .821 .946   1.339 
1812 

Spain  9.771 .793  2.349 1.292–
4.720 

 
1212 

Poland  15.864 .830 .916    
1352 

Belarus  16.357  .916  1.446–
4.673 

 
1548 

Slovakia  18.607 .882 .876  1.454–

2.937 

 

1435 

Armenia 21.527 .911    1.235 
1500 

Georgia  29.194 .828 .934  1.027–

1.607 

1.304 

2194 

Bulgaria  40.587 .740 .922    
1560 

Russia 41.425 .861 .916    
1825 

Overall --- 2.016 1.347 1.305 1.124–

1.938 

1.062 

22414 

 Note: All numbers are significant with p<.05 
          All empty cells → non-significant effect 
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6. The value systems of passive and active people 
 

Value % mentioning it 
among top 5 

values 

Difference active – 
passive people 

N 

Responsibility 75% 71% – 77% 22202 

Good manners 74% 76% – 70% 22284 

Tolerance and respect 67% 72% – 58% 22099 

Hard work 61% 55% – 72% 22217 

Independence 52% 58% – 43% 22187 

Determination perseverance 39% 40% – 37% 21988 

Thrift, saving money and things 35% 34% – 36% 22030 

Imagination 20% 22% – 16% 21860 

Religious faith 20% 21% – 23% 21829 

Unselfishness 20% 21% – 19% 21884 

Obedience 20% 19% – 23% 21858 
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Country 

Hard work Tolerance and respect 

 

Total N 

 

Iceland  40%-42% 

F = 0,100, p = .752 

91%-83% 

F = 3,374, p = .067 915 

Netherlands 24%-44% 

F = 11,929, p = .001 

88%-66% 

F = 25,026, p = .000 686 

Switzerland  28%-35% 
F = 1,397, p = .238 

85%-75% 
F = 5,371, p = .021 673 

Germany 36%-59% 
F = 37,562, p = .000 

88%-72% 
F = 37,393, p = .000 1494 

Slovenia  30%-41% 
F = 9,591, p = .002 

72%-68% 
F = 2,481, p = .115 1076 

Austria  14%-25% 

F = 21,347 p = .000 

80%-50% 

F = 132,793, p = .000 1644 

Croatia  61%-69% 

F = 7,063, p = .008 

73%-71% 

F = 0,670, p = .413 1488 

Czech Republic 83%-83% 

F = 0,029, p = .865 

65%-51% 

F = = 31,188, p = .000 1812 

Spain 23%-26% 

F = 1,245, p = .265 

86%-77% 

F = 15,215, p = .000 1212 

Belarus  83%-81% 

F = 0,948 p = .330 

57%-55% 

F = 0,654 p = .419 1548 

Poland  80%-87% 

F = 1,022, p = .312 

81%-78% 

F = 2,624, p = .105 1352 

Slovak Republic 80%-73% 

F = 9,932, p = .002 

35%-28% 

F = 7,125, p = .008 1435 

Armenia 72%-73% 

F = 0,549 p = .459 

56%-55% 

F = 1,060 p = .303 1500 

Georgia 79%-77% 

F = 1,002, p = .317 

58%-56% 

F = 1,286, p = .257 2194 

Russian 

Federation 

80%-77% 

F = 2,453, p = .118 

54%-52% 

F = 0,393, p = .531 1825 

Bulgaria 92%-84% 

F = 13,671, p = .000 

67%-67% 

F = 0,013 p = .909 1560 

Overall 55%-72% 

F = 698,584, p = .000 

72%-58% 

F = 448,890, p = .000 18768 

Note: Upper figures in each cell contain the percentages of active versus passive people 
in each country mentioning this value as one of the top five values 

Lower figures in cells are F-values of the differences between active and passive 
respondents with the statistical significance. 
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7. The opinions of active and passive citizens on policy issues 
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8. Discussion and conclusions 
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